
 

 

 
 

MOUNT POCONO BOROUGH 
REGULAR MEETING AGENDA 
MONDAY, JANUARY 7, 2019 

7:00 P.M. 
 

1. Call to Order  
Pledge of Allegiance 
 

2. Preliminary Announcements:  Resolution Public Meeting Code of Conduct 
 
3.      Approval of Minutes: a.  Public Hearing & Special Mtg of Mon. Dec 17, 2018  
      
4.      Officer’s Reports: 

a. President:   
b. Mayor:  
c. Secretary/Treasurer  
d. Zoning Officer  
e. Solicitor 

  
5. Persons to be Heard:    

 
6.  Unfinished Business:   a. Action Items List 

                                          b. Proposed Fireworks Ordinance 
             c.  Proposed Chicken Ordinance 

7.   New Business:        a. Ord. #1 of 2019 – Tax Millage Ordinance 
          b. Committee Resignations/Appointments/vacancies 

8.  Standing Committees:            
a. Junior Councilmember Report:  Shawky Nabil Darwish, Kristina Rinaldi 
b. Planning:  D. Casole, C. Williams, T. Ford, M. Penn 
c. Dept. of Public Works:  C. Williams, F. O’Boyle, D. Casole, M. Penn 
d. Utilities:  M. Hensel, A. Montanez, F. O’Boyle 
e. Water:  D. Casole, S. Stewart-Keeler, A. Montanez 
f. Recreation:  S. Stewart-Keeler, C. Williams, T. Ford 
g. Sanitation:  A. Montanez, M. Hensel, S. Stewart-Keeler, M. Penn 
h. Buildings:  F. O’Boyle, M. Hensel, D. Casole, M. Penn 
i. Budget & Finance: C. Williams, F. O’Boyle, M. Hensel, M. Penn 
j. Personnel:  C. Williams, F. O’Boyle, M. Hensel, M. Penn 
k. Regional Police/EMS: C. Williams, M. Penn 
l. COG:  L. Noonan, F. O’Boyle, C. Williams 

 
9. Public Participation 

 
    10.       Adjourn 
 
Check out our NEW & IMPROVED WEB Site @ www.mountpocono-pa.gov       

  

http://www.mountpocono-pa.gov/
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Vice President F. O’Boyle opened the Public Hearing at 6:40 P.M. with the following members present:   

Councilmembers: D. Casole; T. Ford; A. Montanez; and, M. Hensel.  Mayor M. Penn and, Borough 

Secretary/ Treasurer L. Noonan were also present.   

 

Council President C. Williams, Councilmember S. Stewart-Keeler, Solicitor J. Fareri and Junior 

Councilmembers S. Darwish and K. Rinaldi were absent. 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance was said by all. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

Let the records show that there was one (1) resident in attendance for the Public Hearing, this evening:  

Mike Reardon of Cedar Road.  Mr. Reardon stated that he had reviewed the budget. 

 

COUNCIL COMMENT 

 

Councilmember M. Hensel stated that for next year, he believes that the Borough employees need to 

receive a cost of living increase for 2020 as there is no wage increase this year.   

 

Councilmember D. Casole stated that the Borough pays too much money on public safety for Regional 

Police and discussed a 2013 study on Regional Police services. 

 

There being no further public or Council comments the Public Hearing adjourned at 6:54 P.M.  Motion 

made by Councilmember T. Ford and seconded by Councilmember A. Montanez.  Motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

SPECIAL MEETING – 6:55 P.M. 

 

All present as stated previously.   

 

PRELIMINARY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Vice President F. O’Boyle stated that Council President C. Williams has joined the Special Meeting via 

phone as she was out of the area. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

Councilmember D. Casole moved to accept the Regular Meeting minutes of December 3, 2018, as 

presented.  Councilmember T. Ford seconded.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

 

GENERAL FUND CHECKING ACCOUNT $   105,322.34 

PENN SECURITY GENERAL FUND ACCOUNT 6,311.36 

CAPITAL RESERVE ACCOUNT 1,281.99 

BANNER BEAUTIFICATION ACCOUNT 3,145.30 

STATE LIQUID FUELS $   16,552.90 

PARK & RECREATION FUND 871.83 
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PLANNING COMMISSION REIMB. FUND 9,759.67 

ROAD FUND – GENERAL FUND 516.46 

STORMWATER FUND 67,746.92 

GENERAL FUND RESERVE ACCOUNT 1,108.18 

SANITATION FUND 8,430.14 

INTERSECTION& SIGNALIZATION FUND __444,057.20 

 

GRAND TOTAL $ 665,103.29 

 

Councilmember T. Ford moved to pay and approve the bills as outlined in the Borough Secretary/ 

Treasurer’s report dated December 17, 2018 and transfer any shortfalls from the Intersection/ 

Signalization Fund.  Councilmember D. Casole seconded.  Motion went to a roll call vote:  

Councilmember T. Ford, “Yes”; Councilmember M. Hensel, “Yes”; Councilmember D. Casole, “Yes”; 

Councilmember A. Montanez, “No”; President C. Williams, “Yes”; and, Vice President F. O’Boyle, 

“Yes”. Motion carried 5 -1. 

 

BILLS TO BE PAID FROM THE GENERAL FUND CHECKING ACCOUNT: 

 

Pocono Mountain Regional Police – 4th Quarter 2018     $180,279.26 

US Bank                                                  - Copier Lease                        _____317.54 

 

Grand Total                                                                                       $ 180,596.80  

 

Councilmember S. Stewart-Keeler arrived at 7:10 P.M. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 

2019 Proposed Budget Adoption 

 

Councilmember T. Ford moved to adopt the proposed 2019 Budget as outlined.  Councilmember S. 

Stewart-Keeler seconded.  Motion sent to a roll call vote:  Councilman T. Ford, “Yes”; Councilmember 

A. Montanez, “No”; Councilmember M. Hensel, “No”; Councilmember D. Casole, “No”; 

Councilmember S. Stewart-Keeler, “Yes”; President C. Williams, “No”; and, Vice President F. 

O’Boyle, “Yes”.  Motion fails 4-3. 

 

Discussion 

 

Borough Secretary/ Treasurer L. Noonan stated that Borough Council only has until December 31, 

2018, to adopt a budget.  She expressed her concerns and that she had not received any questions or 

comments in the last three (3) weeks since we finalized the budget during the work sessions on 

November 28th.   

 

There was discussion regarding the reasons why Councilmembers voted no. 

 

Councilmember D. Casole again expressed that she was not happy with the amount that Borough 

Council spends on Regional Police services. 

 

Councilmember A. Montanez was not happy that there was a shortfall that we were covering for the 

current budget. 
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After a lengthy discussion regarding these items, Councilmember M. Hensel moved to adopt the 

proposed 2019 Budget as presented.  Councilmember T. Ford seconded.   The motion went to a roll call 

vote:  Councilmember A. Montanez, “No”; Councilmember D. Casole, “No”; Councilmember M. 

Hensel, “Yes”; Vice President F. O’Boyle, “Yes”; President C. Williams, “Yes”; Councilmember S. 

Stewart-Keeler, “Yes”; and Councilmember T. Ford, “Yes”.  Motion carried 5-2. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Advertise 2019 Meeting Schedule 

 

Councilmember M. Hensel moved to advertise the 2019 meeting schedule.  Councilmember T. Ford 

seconded.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

COG 

 

Borough Secretary/ Treasurer L. Noonan advised Borough Council that there is a special COG meeting 

being held on Thursday, January 3, 2019 at 9:00 A.M. at the Public Safety Center to discuss municipal 

employee safety after the recent shooting at Paradise Township.   

 

It was also noted that the Borough employees will be having their holiday breakfast tomorrow morning 

at 8:30 A.M. at Perkins. 

 

Councilmember M. Hensel noted that he saw Ike Olsen recently and he is interested in doing another 

Arbor Day project in the Borough. Councilmember M. Hensel stated he would put him in contact with 

the Park & Recreation. 

 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

 

None 

 

There be no further business or public participation coming before the Board, Councilmember A. 

Montanez moved to adjourn at 7:42 P.M.  Councilmember S. Stewart-Keeler seconded.  Motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Lori Noonan, Borough Secretary 



Zoning / Code Enforcement Office 

December 2018 - Report to Council 

 

Permits / Certificates Issued (12/4 to 1/4):  

 

 Road Cut – 1 

 

 Fence – 1 

 

 Shed – 2 

 

 Roof – 1 

 

 Solar Installation - 1 

 

Fees (12/4 to 1/4): $572.00 

 

Rental Inspections: 2 

 

Additional Work / Activities: 

 

• 12/3 - Council meeting. 

 

• 12/19 - PC meeting. 

 

• 1/4/19 – 5 Seneca / 83 Winona site inspection with Attorney Clark 

Conner, property owner Jim Moore and Attorney De Stefano. 

 

• Initiated comprehensive zoning ordinance and SALDO review.     

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Dennis Noonan 

Zoning / Codes Enforcement 
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Fire Works Ordinance 01/7/19 – Council has received the Planning Commissions 
recommendations. 

12/3/18 – Planning Commission should be forwarding 
draft to Council at their next meeting 

11/5/18 – Planning Commission still reviewing 

10/1/18 – Planning Commission still reviewing 

9/4/18 – Sample draft ordinance were forwarded to the 
Planning Commission for their review and 
recommendation.  This is still in the review process. 

8/6/18 -Council received copies of a sample draft 
ordinance and the PA Fireworks Law.  Does Council want 
the Planning Commission to review the sample draft 
ordinance? 

 

Anthony Lepre – 
donation of property 
Lot 103, Section 4 
Brunswick Dr. 

 
01/7/19 – Received Bid Docs & Advertising will publish this 
week 

12/3/18 – Property being advertised for sale 

11/5/18 – For Sale Sign posted on property 

10/1/18 – For Sale Sign posted on property 

9/4/18 – Appraisal of property has been received.  What 
are Council’s intentions for this property? 

8/6/18 - Property has been donated to the Borough and 
the deed received.  Council also received the quarterly 
sewer bill.  What are Council’s intentions for this property? 
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AED 01/7/19 – Maint. Dept AED Cabinet received.  Training on 
AED Needed 

12/3/18 – Training on AED’s is needed.   

11/5/18 – AED’s were delivered.  Training needs to be 
scheduled and the Maintenance Dept. needs a protective 
cabinet for their AED.  Cost $190 

10/1/18 – AED’s have been ordered.  The AED’s were 
Delivered on 9/28/18.  Employees need to be trained.  
Rachel Moyer can provide training (2-3-hour class) 

9/4/18 – Rachel Moyer advised Council of a grant she 
received and the cost per AED is now $500.  Two (2) AED’s 
were ordered on 8/23/18 

 

MCTA Bus Stop SR 940 
& BK Entrance 

01/7/19 – Council adopted Bus Parking Ord on 10/3/11.  
On 11/7/11 meeting Council, per the Bus Parking Ord. 
designated bus stops.  They designated ONE (1) stop:  
School Drive @ the municipal building.  No other stops 
were designated at that meeting or any meeting after that. 

11/1/18 – In review 

10/1/18 – Researching Minutes to determine if Council 
approved all MCTA bus stops in the Borough, particularly 
the SR940/BK Entrance stop 

9/4/18 – Solicitor J. Fareri & Borough Secretary/Treasurer 
are working on this matter. 

8/6/18 - MCTA advised Council if the stop was moved, 
Council would be responsible to bring the new bus stop 
ADA compliant.  Solicitor J. Fareri is to review and advise 
Council 
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Borough Building 
Sidewalks & Ramp 3 
Year Warranty 

 

 

01/7/19 – D. McGarry stated Potcher will honor the 3 year 
additional warranty.  Waiting for weather to break. 
12/3/18 – No Update 
11/5/18 – No Update 
10/1/18 – VP O’Boyle & Councilmember Hensel met with 
Dave McGarry on 9/24/18 – Mr. McGarry scheduling a 
meeting with Potcher Construction Representative & Door 
manufacturer 
9/4/18 – Called Dave McGarry (he’s on vacation) to 
schedule meeting. 
8/6/18 Three (3) year warranty will end on March 31, 
2019.  Meeting with Schoonover & Vanderhoof will be 
scheduled during the month of September to inspect the 
current conditions on the sidewalks & ramp 
 

 

Bed & Breakfast 
Amendment 

 
12/3/18 – B&B Ord. being advertised 

11/5/18 – Council reviewed the MCPC comments at the 
10/15/18 work session.  Council needs to advertise 
ordinance for adoption  

10/1/18 – Council reviewed the MCPC comments at their 
9/17/18 work Session and sent the MCPC comments to the 
MPPC for their advisement. 

9/4/18 – Sent to MCPC for review & comments.  These will 
be reviewed at the next Council work session on 9/17/18 
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Emergency 
Management 
Coordinator (EMC) 

12/3/18 – Paperwork under review by PEMA & Governor 

11/5/18 – Paperwork & background checks for J. Woehrle & 
R. Altemose have been forwarded to the Monroe County 
Offices of Emergency Services for state 
approval/appointment by the Governor 

10/1/18 – Jeff Woehrle and Randy Altemose have agreed to 
serve as the Borough EMC & Co-EMC respectfully.  Council 
needs to formally appoint. 

9/4/18 – No change in status 

8/6/18 -Council has been provided with a “position 
description” provided by the County Offices of Emergency 
Services.  Currently EMC is K. Transue and Claudette Williams 
is the Assistant EMC 

 

Traffic Signal SR 611 & 
Pine Hill Road 

01/7/19 – No Update 

12/3/18 – No Update 

11/5/18 – No Update 

10/1/18 – No Update 

9/4/18 – No Update 

8/6/18 - Project design is 95% complete.  PA DOT Legal is 
reviewing documents forwarded to them to confirm 
compliance with PA DOT regulations.  PA DOT requires 
indemnification from Project Sponsor due to inability to 
obtain contiguous property owner sign offs.  Indemnification 
requirements must now be reviewed by Project Sponsor. 
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Permit Fee Schedule 
Amendments 

01/7/19 – No update 

12/3/18 – ZHB & Hearing fees still under review 

11/5/18 – Council reviewed the proposed Permit Fee 
Schedule at the 10/15/18 work session.  More 
research/review on several of the proposed fees is on-
going. 

10/1/18 – Council began reviewing the proposed Permit 
Fee Schedule amendment at the 9/17/18 Work Session.   

LSA Grant Application – 
Maintenance Garage 

01/7/19 – No update 

12/3/18 – LSA Grant Awards to be announced Spring 
2019 

11/5/18 – Under review by DCED/Commonwealth 
Finance Committee 

10/1/18 – LSA Grant Application was successfully 
submitted to DCED/Commonwealth Finance Committee 

MCPC Infrastructure 
System Planning 
Program 

01/7/19 – No Update 

12/3/18 – No Update 

11/5/18 – Councilmember M. Hensel is scheduling the 
meeting with the County PC 

10/1/18 – C-member M. Hensel advised Council that the 
MPMA met with Nate Staruch and Ken Brown regarding 
this program.  Councilmember M. Hensel suggested that a 
committee of Council, Road Foreman, ZO/Codes 
Enforcement Officer meet with MCPC Representatives N. 
Staruch & K. Brown to discuss this program 
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To: Borough Council
From: Tom Ford
Re: Revised proposed Backyard Chicken Ordinance

After several months, the Planning Commission recommended acceptance of the attached ordinance, with
only the comments below (boldfaced) on certain sections.  There was not a majority on the PC for the
“multiple choice” changes submitted.  The Planning Commission noted that “All these items are subject to
Borough Council's discretion” to make any changes, or not.  

In response to the PC’s review, I made changes to the proposed ordinance.  Comments in blue below indicate
what changes have been made to the attached proposed ordinance in response to the PC Memo and which
changes I am suggesting be rejected

7.Standards and Conditionns: (Now designated as
§59-14 of the proposed ordinance)

(a) would either be allowed in R1, R2 Zoning
Districts or single-family homes and the lot size
would either be larger than 1/4  acre, 1/3 of an
acre, or ½ an acre.

– This refers to what is now designated as §59-14A
of the proposed ordinance

– §59-14A has been revised to expressly limit permits
to residential properties

– With respect to the lot size, that is an arbitrary and
capricious restriction, expressly designed to
prevent the majority of citizens from keeping
chickens.  No testimony, scientific evidence, nor
animal husbandry basis was offered to support the
restriction.  The PC could not even decide how
much of a restriction there should be, much less
state the basis for a lot size restriction.

(c)(2)Roosters not allowed at all in the Borough.

– §59-14C now expressly bans Roosters

(f) (1) Pens and coops shall be located only at
the back yard and not at the side yard.

– Coops serve the same purposes as sheds and dog
houses, which are permitted in side yards.  

The PC initially asked that the restrictions be the
same as for sheds. When they learned that sheds
were permitted in side yards, they inserted the
backyard restriction because many lots have homes
set back at 25 or less feet, and this requirement
would further restrict the number of citizens who

may keep chickens.    

No testimony, scientific evidence, nor animal
husbandry basis was offered to support the
restriction.  It is therefore an arbitrary and
capricious provision.

We permit dog pens, sheds, trash cans, and the like
to be located in side yards.  There is no categorical
difference with Chicken Pens & Coops.

(f)(2) No part of a pen or coop shall be no closer
than 25, 30 or 35 feet.

– §59-14F(2) accepts the 25-foot setback, which is
the setback recommended by the Penn State
University Extension.

(f) (4) Delete the words where reasonably
practicable from this section.  It should read:
Pens and Coops shall be situated on a
property to provide maximum screening from
adjacent properties and roadways.

– Deleting “reasonably practicable” would be
adding an UNreasonable condition, by definition. 

Screening is not required for dog houses, sheds, hot
tubs, pools, or any other accessory structure on a
residential lot.

 
No testimony, scientific evidence, nor animal
husbandry basis was offered to support the
restriction.  It is therefore an arbitrary and
capricious provision.



BOROUGH OF MOUNT POCONO
MONROE  COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA

ORDINANCE NO. ___ OF 2019

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING  CHAPTER 59 OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF MOUNT
POCONO CODE.

It is hereby Ordained by the Borough Council of Borough of Mount Pocono, County of Monroe, Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania, that Chapter 59 of the Borough Code of Mount Pocono is amended to add Article II as follows:

Chapter 59

Article II
NON-COMMERCIAL KEEPING OF CHICKENS

Part I
General Provisions

§59-8 Findings and Intent.
§59-9 Responsibility.
§59-10 Definitions.
§59-11 Fees.
§59-12  Forms and Procedures..

Part II
Non-Commercial Backyard Chicken Keeping

§59-13  Permits Required. 
§59-14  Standards and Conditions.
§59-15  Disposal of waste material. 
§59-16  Nuisances. 

Part III
Violations, Penalties and Costs

§59-17 Compliance.
§59-18  Fine.
§59-19  Other Remedies.
§59-20 Permit Revocation.

Part IV
Miscellaneous Provisions

§59-21  Repealer.
§59-22  Severability.
§59-23 Interpretation.
§59-24 Effective Date.

Part I
General Provisions

§59-8 Findings and Intent.
The Borough Council finds that there is an increase in this Commonwealth among families desiring to be more
self-sufficient in the production of food, including the non-commercial keeping of chickens; that the non-commercial
keeping of chickens provides social, economic, educational, and environmental benefits; that many people are unfamiliar
with chicken keeping, and as a result do not want these activities in their neighborhoods. By adopting this ordinance,
Mount Pocono Borough intends to ensure that the interests of all residents are reasonably protected. In adopting this
ordinance, this Borough intends to address the growing interest of keeping food producing animals in residential areas
in a manner which endeavors to ensure public health, safety and welfare.  This Article shall be construed to secure its
expressed intent.

§59-9 Responsibility.
The owner and any tenant in possession under the terms of a lease of the property shall be responsible for compliance
with the provisions of this Article and the failure of an owner, tenant, agent, managing agency, or occupants to comply
with this Article shall be deemed noncompliance by the owner and any tenant.

§59-10  Definitions.  For the purpose of this Article II, certain terms, phrases and words are defined as follows:



A. Tense,  Gender  and Number.  Words  used  in the present  tense  include  the future;  words  in the masculine
gender include the feminine and the neuter; the singular number includes the plural and the plural singular.

B. General Terms. The words “shall,” “will” or “must” are always mandatory; the words “should” or “may” are
permissive. The words “used for” includes “designed for,” “arranged for,” “intended for,” “maintained for” or “occupied
for.” The word “building” includes “structure” and shall be construed as if followed by the phrase “or part thereof.” The
word “person” includes “individual,” “profit or nonprofit organization,” “partnership,” “company,” “incorporated
association” or other similar entities.

C. Terms, Phrases and Words Not Defined. When terms, phrases or words are not defined, they shall have their
ordinarily accepted meaning or such as the context may imply.

D. Specific  Terms. The following words and phrases when used in this Article shall have the meanings given to
them in this section unless the context clearly indicates otherwise

“Chicken.”  Female poultry or fowl of the species gallus domesticus.

“Coop.” A structure, either portable or permanent, to shelter chickens. 

“Owner.” The owner of the land where the keeping is being performed.  The owner bears responsibility for any
legal action in this ordinance. 

“Pen.” A fenced area designed to contain the animal to a restricted area, and prevent animals roaming at large. 

“Permit officer.” Official designated to process permit applications and inspect locations to ensure compliance
with this ordinance.  The Borough Council may appoint one (1) or more persons as Permit Officer(s), who may be the
Borough Zoning Officer or Code Enforcement Officer, a Pocono Mountain Regional Police officer, or a contracted
individual, firm or agency, to administer this Article.

“Permittee” The person to whom the permit is issued a permit for keeping. 

“Receipt of notice.” The typical time for a letter to arrive by mail. For this ordinance the typical time is three
business days from the day the letter was mailed. Notice in person is receipt of notice. 

“Rooster.” Male poultry or fowl. 

“Veterinarian.” A veterinarian who cares for the specific animal type. 

“Waste material.” The natural waste produced by keeping activity, which may include feces, soiled hay or
bedding. It does not include the carcass of any animal. 

§59-11 Fees.
Fees for the administration of this Article shall be charged in accord with the fee schedule adopted by Resolution of the
Borough Council.

§59-12  Forms and Procedures.
Registration and application forms and procedures shall be as required by this Article or as otherwise amended or
adopted by Resolution of the Borough Council.

Part II
Non-Commercial Backyard Chicken Keeping

§59-13  Permits Required. 
A. General rule.--Permits for keeping chickens in the Borough shall be issued in accordance with this section. The

keeping of any chickens in the Borough without a permit is a violation under this Article. 



B. Application.-- 
(1) An applicant must complete and submit an application provided by the permit officer and pay all fees

required hereunder. 
(2) A complete application shall include: 

(i) proof that the applicant is the owner of the land, or that the applicant is a lawful resident of the land
and has express written permission from the owner where the activity will take place; 

(ii) a statement that the location is in compliance with the section 59-14 requirements; 
(iii) all fees paid in full; 
(iv)  a statement that the land contains at least one residential dwelling; 
(v) a statement that, upon the issuance of a permit hereunder, the proposed permittee and owner

irrevocably consent to inspections by the permit officer, with or without notice, conducted in a reasonable manner and
at a reasonable time, of the coop, the pen, the permittee’s chicken keeping operation, and for compliance with this
Article;

(vi) a statement that, upon the issuance of a permit hereunder, the proposed permittee and owner, agree
to rely on the reasonable, good faith judgment of the permit officer as to the existence of noise or odor in violation of
this Article;

(vii) a statement that, upon the issuance of a permit hereunder, the proposed permittee and owner, agree
that the permit officer, or the permit officer’s designee, shall be empowered to undertake, and permitted to enter the
subject property for the purposes thereof, any corrective, abatement, or compliance action which the permittee has been
directed to but has failed to undertake under this Article, and that all of the costs and the expenses of the same shall be
the liability of the permittee and owner;

(vii) identify the permittee’s intended Veterinarian.
C. Issuance of permit: 

(1) A permit application will not be approved unless the applicant affirmatively demonstrates that the following
conditions are met:

(i) the information contained in the application is correct; 
(ii) the requirements for a permit have been met; and 
(iii)  the proposed location is consistent with section 59-14. 

(2) If all conditions are met, the officer shall issue the permit within five (5) business days. 
D. Suspension, revocation, and non-renewal of permit.-- 

(1) The permit officer may suspend, revoke, or decline to renew any permit issued for any of the following
reasons: 

(i) false statements made on the application or other misinformation provided to the permit officer by the
applicant; 

(ii) failure to pay any penalty, inspection, re-inspection, or reinstatement fee required by this section; 
(iii) failure to correct deficiencies noted during inspections in the time specified by the permit officer; 
(iv) failure to comply with the provisions of an approved mitigation/remediation plan by the permit officer;

or 
(v) failure to comply with any provision of this ordinance. 

(2) Notification: 
(i) revocation, suspension, denial or nonrenewal of a permit shall be in writing, and delivered (A) by

ordinary mail; (B) in person to the address indicated on the application; or (C) presented by hand
delivery to the person. 

(ii) The notification shall state the reasons for the action. 
E. Effect of revocation.-- 

(1) When a permit is revoked, the applicant may not re-apply for a new permit for a period of twelve (12) 
months from the date of revocation; when a permittee has a permit revoked a second time, the permittee shall not be
eligible to re-apply and no permittee on the subject property may receive a permit if the revoked permittee remains a
resident of that land.

(2) Within 14 days, all chickens shall be removed from the premises. 
(3) Any premises not in compliance shall be subject to the violations and penalties specified herein. 
(4) The Owner and Permittee shall be jointly and severally liable to the Borough for all costs incurred to

remove, place, and/or dispose of animals, and for the costs of all fees, violations, and penalties hereunder. 
F. Duration of permit.– A permit shall be valid for a three (3) year period of time from January 1 of the year in

which the permit is issued.  Fees shall not be pro-rated. 



G. Renewal of permit-- 
(1) If 

(i) there are no existing unresolved violations on record for the permittee at the time of renewal;
(ii) there are no unpaid fees or costs under this Article at the time of renewal; and
(iii) the permit is not suspended or revoked at the time of renewal,

The permit shall be renewed when the renewal fee is paid and the renewal application is submitted.
(2) Renewal applications shall contain all of the statements and provide the same proof required by the original

application and shall be submitted by November 15 of the final year of the permit term.

§59-14 Standards and Conditions.
A. General rule.--Chickens shall be permitted when in compliance with the provisions of this Article. 
B. Non-commercial use.--The keeping of chickens under this ordinance shall not be for commercial purposes. A

permittee may not engage in commercial: 
(1) chicken breeding; 
(2) sale of chickens; 
(3) egg producing; or 
(4) fertilizer production. 

C. Type.-- 
(1) Chickens must be hens. 
(2) Roosters may not be kept in the Borough.

D. Coops.-- Chicken coops are required. 
(1) Chicken coops shall: 

(i) Have a solid roof. 
(ii) Be solid on all sides. 
(iii) Have adequate ventilation. 
(iv) Provide protection from predators. 
(v) Be designed to secure the chickens. 
(vi) Be readily accessible for cleaning. 

(2) Coops may be either: 
(i) commercially built/designed; or 
(ii) built by the owner or permittee. 

(3) Coops must provide three (3) square feet of floor space and nine (9) cubic feet of total enclosed space per
chicken.

(4) The exterior of coops must be clean and made of wood or similar material; the coop material shall be
painted or stained and maintained in good condition.

E. Pens.-- Pens are required.
(1) Pens shall permit at least nine (9) square feet of area per chicken.
(2) The pen must be constructed in a way to prevent chickens from roaming free and keep predators from

getting into the pen. 
(3) The pen must be accessible by the hens from their coop when they are not secured in the coop.
(4) The pen must have a top sufficient to prevent predators from getting into the pen.

F. Location.-- 
(1) Pens and coops shall be located in the back or side yard only and at least 25 feet from any street. 
(2) No part of a pen or coop shall be closer than 25 feet from a property line or neighboring residence. 
(3) The Pen and Coop must not be within or connected to the residence. 
(4) Where reasonably practicable, Pens and Coops shall be situated on a property to provide maximum

screening from adjacent properties and roadways.
G. Living conditions.--

(1) Chickens shall have access to feed and clean water at all times. 
(2) Feed shall be secured to prevent rodents or other pests from accessing the feed. 
(3) Chickens shall have adequate bedding of at least a 3-inch base of dry litter such as pine shavings.
(4) Bedding shall be added weekly and removed and replaced at least monthly, and whenever wet.
(5) Pens and coops shall be cleaned at regular intervals and whenever odor can be detected 20 feet from any

part of the pen or coop.
(6) A veterinarian shall be identified by the permittee and used for any necessary medical care. 



(7)  Chickens shall be banded with band(s) of color(s) approved by the permit officer; band color(s) shall be
unique to the applicant.

H. Disposition of deceased chickens.--Chicken carcasses shall be disposed of in compliance with 3 PA Cons Stat
§ 2352 (2014).  No person shall slaughter a chicken in a residential zone. 

§59-15  Disposal of waste material. 
A. All waste shall be disposed of in a proper manner as follows: 

(1) Appropriate waste disposal may be any of the following: 
(I) Waste is to be double bagged and placed into municipal waste; 
(ii) Owner or Permittee may compost the waste; or
(iii) Permittee may give the waste to another person who composts.

(2) When waste is composted, the permittee shall notify any person given the waste that it contains chicken
excrement, or notify any person given compost that the compost was made from chicken waste.

(3) Non-composted waste shall not be spread on lawns, in gardens, or on the ground.  
B. Waste may not be disposed of by any other manner, including dumping or washing away.

§59-16 Nuisances. 
A. General rule.--A nuisance may be either: 

(1) a health hazard; or 
(2) activity that unreasonably interferes with the use or enjoyment of neighboring property.
(3) For the purposes of this Article, it shall be a nuisance if chicken keeping results in odors detectable on

adjacent properties or roadways, or in any noise greater than, or with more frequency than, noises reasonably expected
to be encountered in the subject permittee neighborhood. 

(4) For the purposes of this Article, it shall be a nuisance if a chicken enters a neighboring property or roadway.
B. It shall be a violation of this Article to fail to abate a nuisance within ten (10) days of the issuance of a notice

from the permit officer.

Part III
Violations, Penalties and Costs

§59-17 Compliance.
Failure to comply with any provision of this Article, and/or failure to comply with an order to abate an activity, use
and/or condition, shall be a violation of this Article and subject to criminal prosecution and the revocation of a license.

§59-18 Fine.
Any person who has violated or permitted the violation of any provisions of this Article shall upon judgment thereof by
any Magisterial District Judge be sentenced to pay a fine of not less than One Hundred Dollars ($100) nor more than Six
Hundred Dollars ($600) per day of violation, together with the costs of suit including reasonable attorney fees. Each day
of violation shall constitute a separate offense, for which a summary conviction may be sought. All judgments,
administrative, enforcement, security firm or police response, and other costs, interest, and reasonable attorney fees
collected for the violation of this Article, shall be paid over to the Borough.

§59-19 Other Remedies.
The Court of Common Pleas, upon petition, may grant an order of stay, upon cause shown, tolling the per diem fine
pending a final adjudication of the violation and judgment. The Borough shall also have the right to seek injunctive relief
for violations of this Article.

§59-20 Permit Revocation.
If permittee commits two (2) or more offenses resulting in convictions within one year, the permit may be revoked.

Part IV
Miscellaneous  Provisions

§59-21 Repealer.
All Ordinances or parts of Ordinances which are inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed.



§59-22 Severability.
If any sentence, clause, section, or pati of this Ordinance is for any reason found to be unconstitutional, illegal or invalid,
such unconstitutionality, illegality or invalidity shall not affect or impair any of the remaining provisions, sentences,
clauses, sections or patis of this Ordinance. It is hereby declared as the intent of the Borough Council that this Ordinance
would have been adopted had such unconstitutional, illegal or invalid sentence, clause, section or part thereof not been
included herein.

§59-23  Interpretation.
The object of interpretation and construction of this Ordinance and/or the provisions there of shall be, if possible, to give
effect to all of its provisions. Whenever a provision in this Ordinance shall be in conflict with another provision in the
same section or another part of this Ordinance or another Ordinance or part thereof, the two (2) shall be construed, if
possible, so that the effect may be given to both.

§59-24  Effective Date.
This Ordinance shall become effective upon adoption.

ADOPTION

ORDINANCE ORDAINED AND ENACTED this ____ day of _______________, 20___, by the Borough Council of
the Borough of Mount Pocono, Monroe County, Pennsylvania.

By: _____________________________________
Claudette Williams, Council President

ATTEST:

_____________________________________
Lori Noonan, Secretary

APPROVED this ____ day of _______________, 20___

By: _____________________________________
Michael C. Penn, Mayor

















 

 

 

BOROUGH OF MOUNT POCONO 

MONROE COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA  

ORDINANCE NO. 1 OF 2019 

 

NOTICE OF INTENTION TO ADOPT ORDINANCE 

 

The Borough Council of the Borough of Mount Pocono, at a regular meeting to be held on 

January 7, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. in Council Chambers, Mount Pocono Municipal Building, 1361 Pocono 

Boulevard, Suite 100, Mount Pocono, Pennsylvania 18344, intends to adopt an Ordinance establishing a 

Millage Rate for 2019 which is set forth below: 

 

 Section 1.  That a tax be levied on all real property within the Borough of Mount 

Pocono, subject to taxation for Borough purposes for fiscal year of 2019, as follows: the 2019 Real 

Estate Tax Millage will be 27 mills, with a 3-mill dedication street improvement tax, a 1 mill dedicated 

library tax, a 1 mill dedicated fire tax, and a one-half mill dedicated EMS tax, for a total millage rate of 

32 and one-half mills. 

 

Section 2.  That a taxpayer subject to the tax on real property within the Borough of 

Mount Pocono: 

 

(1)  Shall be entitled to a discount of two (2) percent from the amount of such tax, upon 

making payment thereof within two (2) months after the date of the tax notice; 

 

(2)  Shall be charged a penalty of ten (10) percent of the amount of such tax, upon failure 

to make payment thereof within four (4) months after the date of the tax notice.  The penalty shall be 

added to the taxes by the tax collector. 

 

Section 3.  That any Ordinance or part of any Ordinance, conflicting with this Ordinance 

be and the same is hereby repealed. 

 

  EFFECTIVE DATE 

 

  This Ordinance shall become effective immediately upon adoption. 
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   January 2019 

SUNDAY  MONDAY  TUESDAY  WEDNESDAY  THURSDAY  FRIDAY  SATURDAY  

1 2 3 4 5 
New Year Day - 
Closed 

Library Mtg 7 pm MPMA Const. Mtg 

10:00 am 

Trash Pickup 

Trash Pickup6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
Council Mtg – 7 pm  PMRPC 7 pm 

ZHB – 7 pm (no mtg) Trash Pickup 

Municipal Auth 7 pm 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 
Sanitation/PRD Mtg – 
10 am 

Planning – 7 pm 

Trash Pickup 

Park & Rec Mtg 7 pm 

Open Space 7 pm 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 
MLK Day – Offices 
Closed 

 Council W/S – 7 pm 

Trash Pickup 

MPMA W/S 10 am 

EMS 7 pm @Toby 
Twp. 

27 28 29 30 31 

Trash Pickup 
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